Minutes - Woodbury County Board of Adjustment Special Meeting — September 4, 2024

The Board of Adjustment meeting convened on the 4th of September 2024 at 6:00 PM in the Board of
Supervisors’ meeting room in the Basement of the Woodbury County Courthouse. The meeting was also
made available for public access via teleconference.

Meeting Audio:
For specific content of this meeting, refer to the recorded video on the Woodbury County Board of
Adjustment “Committee Page” on the Woodbury County website:
- County Website Link:
o https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/committees/board_of_adjustment/
- YouTube Direct Link:
o https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=hge9GmQB2WA

= A YouTube generated “unofficial” transcript can be accessed on a PC:
. Open YouTube by visiting the referenced website above.
e  Click the three dots (---More) below the video title.
e  Select “Show Transcript” from the menu to view the transcript.
o  The transcript will appear on the right of the screen.

BA Members Present: Daniel Hair, Doyle Turner, Pam Clark, Tom Thiesen, Ashley
Christensen

County Staff Present: Dan Priestley, Dawn Norton

Public Present: William Gary Wilcox, Venita Wilcox, Kathy Bernard, Larry Fixsel,

Judy Fixsel, Ron Fixsel, Bruce Sadler, Shelly McCoy Sadler, Karen
Heidman, Rex Rundquist, Maria Rundquist, Austin Wilcox, Braden
Wilcox, Bob Fritzmeier, Heather Dixon, Heather Dixon, Braden
Wilcox, Gayle Palmquist, Patricia Barth, Rosanne Plante, John
Herrig, Tony Ashley, Jordan German, Madonna Nitzke, Tina
Manker, Greg Manker, Deb Main, Eric Wissing, Alan McGaffin,
Terry McGaffin, Jeremy Lane, Linda Waugh, Terry Waugh, Ty
Roberson, Gabriel Diaz, Jared Barnes, Lexi McKee-Hemenway,
Jan Olson, Kourtney Wilcox

Call to Order
Chair Daniel Hair formally called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.

Public Comment on Matters Not on the Agenda
None

Approval of Minutes
The August 5, 2024 minutes were approved. Motion by Christensen to approve; Second by Clark.
Motion passed 5-0.

Action Item: Public hearing — Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit Application: Data
Processing Business on Parcel #884403400009.

Hair opened the public hearing; Priestley read item summary into record. The consideration of a
Conditional Use Permit application from AUR Correctionville LLC (Applicant) and property owners Ashley
Acres Family Limited Partnership who have filed for a Conditional Use Permit application “to place a
demand response load resource next to the substation in conjunction with local electric utility to support
grid resiliency” for the proposed use to operate a data processing business. The proposed site is on
Parcel #884403400009 in T88N R44W (Wolf Creek Township) in Section 3 in the SE % of the SE V4. The
property is located around 6.2 miles southeast of Moville and around 7.7 miles southwest of
Correctionville. The property is located in the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning District and is not



located in the floodplain. Owner(s)/Applicant(s): Ashley Acres Family Limited Partnership, 3356 170th
St., Correctionville, IA 51016 (Owners) and AUR Correctionville LLC, 15988 230th St., Grundy Center, 1A
50638.

The following submitted written comments to Planning & Zoning Staff to be entered into the record after
meeting material was prepared: Tony Ashley, Jordan German, Dr. BA Huculak, Vicki Hulse, Alan
Lucken, Jana Martens, Autin Mitchell, Jayme Huber, Carl Palmquist, David Hoferer, Erick Vera, Charles
White. Applicant (AUR) also submitted additional information. Motion to receive into record by
Christensen. Second by Thiesen. Carried 5-0. Copies of submissions are available at in the appendix.

Jeremy Lane from AUR discussed the proposed CUP application.

The following provided comment: David Hoferer, Shelly McCoy Sadler, Bob Fitzmeier, Bruce Sadler,
Rosanne Plante, Lexi McKee-Hemenway, Gary Wilcox, Jordan German, Venita Wilcox, Gayle Palmquist,
Heather Dixon, Tony Ashley, Tyler Roberson, Jan Olson, Greg Manker, Gabriel Diaz. JohnPaul Baric
from AUR spoke via telephone.

Motion by Hair to receive material from Bob Fritzmeyer. Second by Clark. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Hair to receive material from Lexi McKee-Hemenway. Second by Christensen. Carried 5-0.
Motion by Hair to receive material from Gary Wilcox. Second by Turner. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Turner to hear additional comments from the Sadler family. Second by Thiesen. Carried 5-0.
An article was received by the Sadler family and included in the appendix.

JohnPaul Baric from AUR spoke by phone regarding project and addressed questions previously asked.

JohnPaul, by phone, requested Jeremy Lane to add additional information into record. Motion by Clark.
Second by Thiesen. Carried 5-0.

Motion to close public hearing by Christensen. Second by Thiesen. Carried 5-0.

Deliberation by Board members. Motion by Christensen to deny the application due to the application
and testimony not clearly addressing the impact upon adjacent property, the character of the
neighborhood and the public health, safety , and general welfare of the community. Second by Thiesen.
Carried 5-0.

Hair stated applicant could file an appeal within 30 days of the Board’s decision with the Woodbury
County Planning and Zoning department.

Information Item: Consideration of a Recommendation Contemplating Decommissioning
Requirements As Part of a New Ordinance Regarding Carbon Pipelines. Summary: The Woodbury
County Board of Supervisors at their meeting on August 27, 2024 voted to direct the Planning and
Zoning Director to work with Planning and Zoning, the Board of Adjustment, and Legal Counsel in order
to make a recommendation contemplating decommissioning requirements as part of a new ordinance
regarding carbon pipelines. Staff continues research and asks board members to investigate options.

Information Item: Board Of Supervisors’ Consideration of Changes to the Commercial Wind
Energy Conversion Systems (C-WECS) Ordinance #56. Summary: Following the Woodbury County
Fair (2024), the Board of Supervisors (BoS) received a petition from the public to revisit the regulations
contained within the C-WECS ordinance (Ordinance #56) on August 6, 2024. Subsequently, the Board



of Supervisors directed county staff to review the ordinance and to make recommendations for changes.
This discussion item will include information about the process ahead for the BoS'’s review and
consideration of potential changes. The C-WECS ordinance is a stand-alone ordinance that was
originally approved under the home rule provisions of lowa Code and is not part of the Zoning Ordinance.
Staff exploring options. Board asked to provide input.

Information Item: Planning Process for Nuclear Energy to be Considered for Addition To
Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance. Summary: The Woodbury County Board of Supervisors at their
meeting on July 2, 2024 voted to direct the Zoning Commission to begin the process of exploring nuclear
energy as a potential energy option in Woodbury County. This agenda item is an update about the
process. Staff researching information.

No Public Comments on matters not on the agenda.

Staff Update: Staff will continue gathering information on information items. There will be upcoming
meetings discussing these issues. Public input is encouraged. Informational meetings will keep harvest
in mind when scheduling meetings.

No Board Member Comment or Inquiry

Motion To Adjourn
Christiansen motioned. Second by Clark. Carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM



APPENDIX - RECEIVED MATERIALS

Danlel Priestiey

From: Tony Ashley <

Sent: Wetn sstiay, Septeriber 4, 2024 12:45 PM
To: Danle| Priestley

Subiject: Data céritar

CAUTION: This emall orgh from OUTSIDE Please verify the sender and use caution F the message cortalns any
attzchments, Inks, or reguests for Information as this person may NOT be who they ciaim. If you are ssked for your

Danlel Priestiay

From: Jordan German <germjord@gmall com>
Sent Tuesday, September 3, 2024 4:46 PM
To: Danlel Priestiey

Subject: Data Processing Proposal - Yes Vole

CAUTION: This emal| originated from QUTSIDE of the organtzation. Please vertfy the sender and use caution i the message: contains any
Iinks, or I:lttperwnn.ymhemlhe[c\lm If you ure usied for your usemame and
ENTER wrty

plossn call WEICC and DO NOT ENTER &ty fats.

Everyone except those who hate traditional energy or just do not like Bitcoin have two simply questions. Is there
a solid plan and will there be too much noise. If these two boxes are checked everyone except the haters of
traditional energy and/or Bitcoin say the same thing to me. That this is a win/win.

Talso had these two concerns. My family has more at risk by far than anmyone else. Aimost everyone who lives within 1/2
mile of this project is in my family. This includes 5 school aged children and my mother who is in her 80s. Ten of us in
otal.

This company get around 10 pages of questions from the board of adjustment where they gave comprehensive
answers to solidify their plans to fullfil the qualifications for the conditional use permit. There are detailed
plans explaining how things will work from set up to decommissioning. This company has a solid track record in
Iowa and right here in Woodbury County where their facility that is years in operation and got easy approval

by the board of adjustment has received zero complaints or violations.

This company is putting a much more expensive system in for this project than there is in the current system
already operating in Woodbury County that has zero violations. That system is air cooled while the one for this
project is a water cooled loop systEm. You can see from the packet that the noise tests are well below any
noise concern parameters. Houses within 1/2 mile of this project which are mostly my families should not hear
noise above normal according to these readings.

This facility will provide much needed revenue to the Woodbury County REC which should allow them to
mitigate the large energy price increases many are experiencing. This helps the pocket book of all in Woodbury
County using the REC. This project will provide property tax revenue to Woodbury County along with income
tax to the state estimated to be over 70 thousand dollars per year. Two new good paying tech jobs will also be
created here locally. A nice winfwin.

To the Board of Adjustment,

I am writing to you to encourage a yes vote on this data processing proposal. |t Is Important to support
businesses that hire local workers, Inareases rellzbliity of power, and can [ower overall power costs for
CONSUMers.

Thank you for your careful conslderation of this.

Regards,
Jordan German

Tony Ashley
‘General Partner Ashley Acres
1 8
1 1
Danlel Prmg Danlel Priestiey
From: Woodbury County Webskte <no-reply@wondburycou From: Vickl <bremerSé@hatmall.comx
Sent: Fritlay, August 30, 2024 2:26 PM Sent: ‘Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1:06 PM
Toe Danilel Priestiey Ta: Daniel Priestley
Subject: Emall from the Woodbury County Website Subjeck: Blt coln mine

CAUTION: This emall origh from OUTSIDE Please verify the sender and use caution F the messge contains any
atizchments, Inks, o requests for Information as this person may NOT be who they ciaim. If you are ssked for your username and paseword,
plesss call WEICE and DO NOT ENTER any dats.

Emall from the Woedbury County Website

Nare: Dr BA Huculak
Emall: kilichickl @yahoo.com

Comments:

Bitcoin, the most popular cryptocurrency, has concerning impacts on climate, water, and land. Bitcoin price
and energy use for Bitcoin mining are highly correlated. A 400% increase in Bitcoin's price from 2021 to 2022
triggered a 140% increase in the energy consumption of the worldwide Bitcoin mining network.Oct 24, 2023
The noise pollution from Bitcoin mining can pose significant health risks to nearby communities. The constant
hum and roar of the high-powered computers running day and night are being linked to sleep disturbances,
increased stress levels, and other health problems.

Residents report ailments iike migraines, hypertension, and vertigo since the Bitcoin mine started operating. The mine's
noise levels regularly exceed legal limits, causing sieep disturbanices and siress.
Marathon Digital Hodings, the mine's owner, plans 1o reduce noise by transitioning to quieter cooling systems.

The deleterious impact far outweighs the economic benefits. Say No.

CAUTION: This emall anginated from OUTSIDE of the ongantzation. Please verify the sender and use caution If the message contains
any attachments, links, ar requests for Infarmation as this persan may NOT be wha they daim. If you are asked for your usemame
and passwand, please call WCIOC and DO NOT ENTER any data.

Here ane my thoughts an the subject of the bitenin farming that will be disarssed tenight at the board of adjustment meeting. I
am unable te attend, se I hope this counts as my opinion and vote.

It would use huge amounts of energy that I am not In faver of. Also the nolse is the second big lssue.

Plaasa deny the bitcain farm.

Vickl Huise Woodbury County.
Sert from my IPhane



Dunial Priestiey

From: alan lucken <alan. ucken@gmall.com>
Sant Tuesday, September 3, 2024 11:13 AM
Ta: Dariel Priestiey

Subject: Crypte mining propesal

CAUTION: This emall originated from OUTSIDE of the ongantzation. Please vertfy the sender and use caution If the message contains
any attachments, |Inks, or requests far Information as this person may NOT be whe they dalm. If you are asked for your usemame and
passwond, please call WCIOC and DO NOT ENTER any data.

To the boand of adjustment, T am writing to you te encourage a na vate an this aypte prapasal. My background has been the
Plymauth Cournty Zening Administrator {recently retired) and 28 years In the electric utllity business as I served many years as
Board President for Nipon which Is a transmissien cooperative In Northwest Iowa whe many of you may be famillar with. From a
supply point of view, the generation of electricity is In a rather precarious situation as the supply Is very tight and the demand s
growing at an alarming rate with all the data centers and data centers for artifical intelligence being proposed. Alse the changing
diations for the Increase In electric vehides will be substantial. Consequently the nation simply does not have the generation and
transmission capabliity for all this growth. These crypto miners provide absol utely no banefit to sodety other than make profits
for the owner. Their main aperating expense ks for the electridty that runs the servers and the air andtianing to keep them
mal. Naturally they try go where the electric rates are the lowest This Increase In demand wil| drive up our rates without
benefiting aur sodety so I am ancouraging you to vate no on this propasal. Alan Luckan

Danlel Priestiny Danlel Prhstlg
From: Jera <|mamartens35@amal. com> From: Austin Miteha|| <Miichall @ieynota o>
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 8:00 AM Sent: Wedneeday, Septembaer 4, 2024 135 AM
To: Danle! Priestiey Ta: Danial Priastisy
Subject: ERzoin mine Subject: Support for data procsssing fasiity In Waadbury County
This ennad | ofthe Pleass verify the sender and use caution If the messuge c This amal orginatad frem OUTSIDE of th Plaass var ition If tha massags contains
contalns wry Tinks, or for ‘ws. this persan muy NOT be who they clulm. If you wre wsked for any atiachmants, links, nrnqmmmlmormhnumhpuunmayumuwmmqualm |fynnmummyanrmmm
your nd I 1l wexee ENTER wny duts. and pasaword, plaase call WCICC and DO NOT ENTER any data.

Tm unsble to mels the mesting tonight 30 1 vould lies & give my thoughts. Ml-r-rd’l‘.lﬂ'l,ll.rlnlﬂl"ﬂ
themal energy- The massive snergy It will use ks u big no for me- Also 1
constant Humming nolss why would I wish thet on my neighbors. mmmlhﬂmm_hmh
Iova. I usk that you deny this request. Sincersly June mar—tsrs- Y ¥ Phons

Dear Zoning Board,

1'am writing to express my support for the applcation to develop a data progessing site in the county. As
someone with a PhD focused on the environmental, economic, and heafth impacls of energy development,

and having worked for multiple energy | the si of projects like these for
the fulure of our energy system. Currently, | serve as the CEO ofa sollware company that helps energy
manage like data pi more while g financial risk.

This proposed site would provide economic benefits to the community by increasing local tax and business
revenue. More importantly, data processing facilities like this are flexible and responsive ko electricity prices,
makmg them essenlla\ for modemnizing the eleclnuly grid. They help stabilize the grid, support the

of and inspire ion in the energy seclor.

By suppcrhng this you are positioning your to remain relevant in the evolving
energy | and enabling future technological that will benefit us all. | strongly urge the
zoning commission lo approve this application.

Thank you for your consideration.

Singerely,

Austin Mitche | PhD
Co-founder, CEQ

419283 9858 . Mitchal| @synctalo

synAa



Danlel Pi ller

From: Jayme Huber <jhubergdnipon.coops

Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 9:28 AM

Ta: Danlel Priestiey

Subject: Respanse fream NIPOO regarding Use Permlt AUR LLC
Attachmants: Condiienal Use Permit respanse fram NIPOO 83024 pdf

CAUTION: This emall enginated from QUTSIDE of the arganization. Please vertfy the sender and use caution If the message
onntains any attachments, [Inks, or requests for Information as this parson may NOT be whao they calm. If you ane asked for your
usemame and password, please call WCICC and DO NOT ENTER any data,

Danlel,

Attached Is the conditienal use parmit letter NIPCO received on Bf16/2024 regarding the AUR Comectionville LLC

1 have the of this fadltty In the first paragraph of this letter. NIPCO does not abject to
this conditienal use permit but NIPOD cbjeds ta the title of the facllity as highlighted. It should be edited te say Instead
the following:

"to place a new bitcoln load using system capacity that will be Interrupted during peak times.*

Roarons:
o This [oad will not contribute to grid reslllency, In fact, It uses up avallable capacity from the system In this anea.
» They are nat doing their own demand resource respanse but will be Interrupted by the utllity during peak times.

Please et me know If you have any follow up questions.

Regands

Jayme

Northwest lowa Power Cooperative
PO Box 240

31002 County Road €38

Le Mars, TA 51031

Office - 712-546-3509
Call — 319-457-0976
Recaptionist — 712-546-4141

NIPCO,

ATorehimne Energy’ Coopemstive YKk )7

the publle hnuln&n-y attend In parson or call: 712-454-1133 and enter the
Conference ID: 729 498 153 duing the meeting to listen or comment. It Is
recommended to attend In person as there Is the posshblity for technical difficulties
with phone and computer systems.

You may forward your written comments by mall or emall to: Woodbury County
Gommunity and Economic Development, 6th Floor, Woodbury County Courthousa,
620 Douglas St, Sloux City, |A 51101; Emalls should ba sent to Dan Priestiey at:

dmnnlgﬁnﬂbﬂmwnmm.m. Onx“llgmd comments will be considered
and should be recelved no latar than 10:00 on Wadnesday, Soptambaer 4, 2024,
If you have quastions, please call tha

Cou and
Déavelopmeant (Planning and Zoning) office st 71'1-279-3“‘;)9. you wish to ba heard
ragarding this kem, p/sass attend the meatings andior forward n comment.

RECEIVED
AUG 10 2024

NIPCO
LE MARS, |A

WOODBURY COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING
620 Douglas Strest, Sixth Fioor, Sloix Clty, lowa 81101

T12.278.6608 - T12.2T8 6530 Fay)
Danisl J. Pratisy, MPA—Zoning Cocrdinater Divwns Herton - Sankor Clarla
o raulioygiwe od by o un ty lorgov dnonongwosibunikouniyiowalor

Northwest lowa Power Cooperative
PO Box 240
Lo Mars, LA 51081

DATE: August 16, 2024

TO: Property Owners Whthin 500 Feot

FROM: Danlal J. Priestiey, MPA - Zoning Coordinator

RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST — Data Processing Business

This notice Is to advisa you that AUR Corractionvile LLC {Applicant) and property
owners Ashley Acres Family Limitad havafled for aC se Parmit
application "to piace a damand response load resource next to the substation In
conjunction with [ocal @lectric utliity to support grid reel\llnc&for the propesed use to
oparate a data prounln_F business. The proposed ske Is on'Parcal #! (3400008 In
T88N R44W (Wolf Creak Township) In Saction 3 In the SE '/, of the SE "4. Tha propaity
Is located around 6.2 miles southeast of Moville and around 7.7 miles southwast of
Correctionville. The proparty Is iocatad In the Agricultural Preservation Zoning
District and Is not located In the ﬂundrp\ah. Ownar(:%hgp\lnamgg;:!ﬂayhu Family
Limitad 3356 170¢h 8¢, 1018 ( ors) and AUR
Correctionville LLC, 15388 230th St,, Grundy Center, A 50638,

To leam more about this condRtional use pammi reg.lm and how It may affect you and the
character of your nelghborhcod, you may call the Wondhug County Communky and
Eccnomic Oavelopment (Planning and Zonlng) office at 712-279-8804, attend tha Board of
Adustmant publi: hearing, and/or send In writtan commant.

The Woaﬂ:urz County Board of Adjustment public hearing wi| be held on Wednesday.

Saeptember 4, 2024 during thakr special meating which bagins at 6:00 PM_In the Board of
Supervisors' meating room In the Basement of the thb\illx County Courthouss, 520
Ocuglas Streat, Sloux Clty, lowa. Plaasa enter through tha 7th Street entrance. Sacurkty
procadures are In place n ring the bullding. P wanting to In
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Danlel Priestiey

Carl Paimquist <czstviewfarm@armall.com>
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1:13 PM
; Jeremy Taylor; Keith Radig; Danle| BRtinger; Mark Nelson; Danlel

Priestiey; Joshua Widman
Subject: Inside the 'Nightmare’ Health Crisis of a Texas Bitcoln Town

CAUTION: This emall originated from OUTSIDE of the organization. P\unmhmﬁumlhmwmnam
Iinks, or requests for £ 3 NOT y ciaim. If you your
pussword, plesse call WCICC und DO NOT ENTER any dets.

A Bitcoin mine moved to a small town in Texas. One by one, the residents fell ill.

Source: TIME

Sent from my iPhone

o The condi will not soenic or historie fhemres — There is 10 evidence et any
condneted o determine if this sequinement in maet.

o ‘The conditional use isnecessary or desiratle to provide a servicn in the public interest or will contribrte to the genersl welfare — The only isma
addressed by the planting snd zening commission was an alleged incresse in the trx base. But the ordinance clearly envisions a broader
contideration then just the tax bese.

s Al poaible affirts hawe been taken o mininiize adverse impacts — The caly izmes toted by the flanning and zoning contmismion sre 1oise and
security (fencing and tighting). There was peesented above.

endthe plaming and osiag conisicn imply ok sl o AR
application requires more

A& genersl ion, it i
tepresentations at face valne, withont axy
than that.

Om Belalf of Fawa Chapter Sarra Club, £ud the Nortiwent Iowa Group of S1erra Cuk, we request fiuat you passe tarn daws fie comditional
wae request.

David Hofisrer
Executive Committes Co-Chair

Northwest Iowa Croup of Sierra Club

Darilel FH&H

From: Northwest Iowa Group of Slerra Club <pwlas|erragroug@gr all.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 11:24 AM

To: Danilel Priestiey

(- Devid Hoferer

Subject: Per proposed data mining center proposal

CAUTION: This emall originated from OUTEIDE of the organization. Plense ver fy the sender and use cution If the mesage mntains any
attachments, (inks, or nequests for nformation as this person may NOT be who they ciaim. If you are asied for your usemame and passwond,
plemen call WCICE and DO NOT ENTER any data.

Dear Mr Priestly,

Thank yon in advance for reading this letier per the proposed data mining center proposal.

AUR Correctionvi ifionsl nse center for cryptocarmency. AUR refis to this facility as &
“demand response load nesonrce” to operate 8 data procesming business. Thatis an attempt by AUR o give & benign description to.a facility that
sctually hes a significant adverse impact

Pt ining centers nse a1 e AUR cleims thet fhe electricity for the facility will come from local
raral electric cooperatives. Are the RECs capable of providing the sequired electricity and sill service its regalar customers? Will the addifionsl load
on the RECs resnlt in higher nfility costs for customers? I the RECs need to cbtain extra electricity from other sources, will the additionsl power
coma fom rensweble sourees?

In onler to obtain a conditional e pernit, an spplicant mmst satisfy the requirements of the connty's oning crdinance for  conditional use. This
rcject does not sstinfy those requirements.

First, the zoning admministrator and the planning and oning commission adoit thet a date mining center does not come within the description of
eny use listed as acondifional nse in an agricaltural district. S0 AUR and the planning and zoning commission created a fals @ equivalent of
claiming the data center s a nesearch and development Laboratory. That bosders on fhe ahsnd. A research and development laboratory does not
tequire the massive amonnt of energy required by a data center. Nor i there any ofher walid comparison between a research laboratory and a
datn center. The Law does not allow this sort of manipulation of the conditional nse ondinance. The puspose of a conditional nse ordinance is to
specify certain nses that can be compatible with the existing zoning district.

Sectnd, the proposed dete center does not comply with the requi for a condiional nse permit, The ordinancs lists 6 requi d2
limnitations.
© The conditional use is anthorized in the zoning district — As noted above, a d. is thorized in an agri district.

© The conditionsl nse is compatilie with fa zoning ondinance snd the generd plan — Zoning staffcontend that the project will enconrage
ivesficaion of he conuy's esotony. Bt there 10 evidenc tht the reject will b the ononty. AUR adoit tht the data oeter will oy
employ two people. Wihile the project may incresse the tex base, the Board ninat ol There is no indication
thet the plenning end zeting comprission did thet

« The conditionel use will not oc naduly impact adj mmmum«mmmumymmmd
wrelfam — AUR mekes an inconsistent claim that oa one hand it will somehow provide a benefit by nsing excess power from
substation, and on the other hend, can vomehiow provide excess power back io the comomnity. How is it & benefit to nse excers puull‘lDon
the REC actually produce excess power? Why not put any excess power back on fhe grid to beaefit the public? If the data cente is nsing
power, how can it have excess power ¥ provide back to the community? The Board must do its due diligence and obtain answers to these
questions.

« The conditional noe will by ible with th — The oaly poiat that the planning and zoning commissicn

addnessed was the noise. Amndlbmnd-rmndmumqnn-ﬂ

* Pudie sarvices il adaqulysevths oanifioual e — Ther i 0 showinght s REC o adsquaely ovida e e o of

power requirad for a d ‘before any decision on aconditional use permit.
1

Danle| Prisstiey

From: Erick Vera <srich@@|wwr tech>

Sent: Tuesday, Sepiember 3, 2024 10:58 PM

To: Danlel Priestey

Ce: le@miningstore com; Ethan Vera

Subject: Support for Bltcoln Mining In Woodbury County

‘CAUTION: This emall originated from OUTSIDE of the organization P lease verify the sender and use caulon I the message containe any
attactynents, links , oF requests for formation as thia person may NOT b6 who ey Glalm. If you ars esind for your ussmams and
Password, DONOT data.

Dear y Counly Rep , | hope you allare weH We are wriling o express our support on
behalf of MiningStore for the p ial Blhom mining op in Y County Asa leading Bltculn
mining company in the US, we have seen how it has impacied iti per the
Job Creatlon: Bitcoin mining can create diverse employment opportunities, fmm IT speua\lsls to
operational roles, engineers and logistics as security staff. This would not only increase emp\oymenl rates
bul also snmu\ate local eoonomlcgmwlh with good paying Jobs Increased Tax Revenue: Th

quired for mining wou income and cther taxes, providing new revenue
sireams that can be into public services and i Grid Stablllty: Bitcoin
mining gan enhance your eleciric grid by consuming excess energy dunng low demand periods and
reducing usage during peak times. This flexibility supports grid stability and the integration of renewable
energy sources without major foolprint to the current landscape. Al major grids are locking at using Bitooin
mining as a way fo improve their stability. Positioning lowa as a Tech Hub: Embracing Bitgoin mining can
position Weodbury County as a leader in blockehain technology, atiracling more tech companies and setling
lowa on the map as a technology and energy hub. In summary, Bitscin mining cffers a unique opportunity to
boost your economy, stabilize the energy grid, and elevate your region's technological profile. We fully
support and trust MiningStore efforts to bring this industry to Woodbury County. Best regards, Erick Vera
Business Development Lead, Luxor Technology erick@/uxor tech




Danlel Priestiey

From; Charles White <criowa2001@gmall.com >

Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 4:59 PM

To: Danlel Priestiey

Subject: BReoin/data center

CAUTION: This emmll OUTSIDE of the Flease verlfy the sender and use caution If the message @nizins any
Iinks, or requests for NT y cldm. I you your wd

=
password, plesss cull WCKC and DO NOT ENTER any dets.

Hello, T am writing to support the proposed new data center for the county of Woodberry. It should bring in lots
of money developing the site and instead of supporting an old outdated infrastructure, we are modernizing it
with a purpose. I understand it will also bring a few full-time jobs, and I'm sure there will be some tax revenue
o the county and state, from the jobs and the electricity used. These are also tech jobs this area badly needs to
keep the higher-paying jobs locally and provide positions to our younger people with degrees so they

aren't moving to larger cities. Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Sincerely,

Charles White



Bob Fritzmeyer
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Case Study: Cheaper Energy Rates for All Electric Customers. Jeremy Lane / JohnPaul Baric
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In 2020, an lowa based electric cooperative weloomed a significant new indusirial load cusiomer, marking a
tremaformative memenlt for the cooperalve and fis members. This new parinership nol only brought in additensl
reveras but also optimized the cooperative’s operabional effici With the in ehechricily ian by
the industrial customer, the cost per kWh scld began fo decrease steadily. This shift was a direct result of the
cooperalive’s ability to distribule fixed costs over a larger volume of energy sales, reducing the per-unit cost fior 2l

members,

By 2021, the impaci of this sirategic addiion became even more pronounced. Operafing revenue and patronage
capilal saw a subsiantial rise, reaching over B9 million, up froen just over 378 millian in 2019. Mearwhie, the iotal
ol al ekstic serice, thaugh slighlly inseased due o bighe demand, was offssl by the improved margins. The
cocparalive’s operating marging showsd a posilive cumulative percentage changs, jumping from 33, 29% in 2020 to
an impressive 530.37% by 2021, This significant improvement underscored the cooperative’s enhanced financial
stabllity and (ks capacity to relnvest in infrastructure 2nd s2rices, benefiting all cooperative members.

The addition of the new industrial customer fhus served as a catalysi for growth and sustainabifty. |t enabled ihe
cooperaiive to reduce overal costs for its members, ensuring mare affardable rates while maintaining high service
slandards. This slealegic move nal only slrengthensd the cooperative’s financial health bul also loslered & more
resifiert and mbust community, where members could enjoy the dual benefits of reduced costs ard improved
service qualty. The success story of inlegrating a new industial load cusiomer became a modal for fulure growlh,
Inspiring confidence in the cooperatve's ability to adapt and thrive In & competiive energy market.

The drop in kwh price{Cost of energy) o all members was 15% with no other major loads added.
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