
WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA

ORDINANCE # 1

TITLE: An ordinance establishing a policy and leve1 of service
for removal of snow and ice from and placement of tract ion-enhanc ing
materials upon i^loodbury County secondary roads.

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of woodbury County, Iowa:

SECTION 1. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish
woodbury County's Policy and Ievel of service for clearance of snovl

ancl ice from and placement of sand, sa1t, or other abrasive or traction-
enhanc.ing materials upon secondary roads pursuant to the provisions cf

\- sections 309.67 and 668.10 of the Code of Io\,ra.

SECTION 2. Policy and Level of Service. Clearance of snow and ice ::':'l

niaintenance of the secondary road system during the \rrinter months is
primarlly for the benefit of the residents of I^Ioodbury County. AIl
cfearance of snov,, and ice, sanding, salting, and other maintenancc

regarding lrinter conditions shall be limited by the amount of monelt

budgeted by woodbury County for such purpose. The county's existinc
snov/ removal equipment r.riIl be utilized-

Each storm has individual characteristics and must be dealt with
accorclingly. The portion of road\^ray improved for travel may have upc::

it snow and ice in a compacted condition. These conditions may be

continuous over portions of roadway, or they may be concentratcd in
valleys or on hills, curves, arld/or intersections. The entire width ci
that portion of the roadway improved for travel might not be clearec i'i
snovr, ice, compacted snow and ice, or frost. Snow cleared from that

!- part of the roadway improved for travel shall be placed on or in the

adjacent shoulder, ditch, or right-of-way. Snow can be expected ta



A. Paved roads
(1) The initial effort rrj-ll be to open all routes to one-

lane traffic as soon as practicable.
(2\ After one-lane travel is possible, subsequent snow removal

wiII be carried on during normal working hours.
(3) Truck-mounted snow plows and spreaders will normally be

in operation during daylight hours. The trucks may be
called off the road if snow and/or blo\rlng snow reduces
visibility to hazardous working conditions, in the pro-
fessional judgment of the engineer or his desj-gnated
representative.

14) t{hen required due to drifting snow, motor graders may be

used to keep the paved roads open, and the opening of
gravel roads may be delayed.

(5) It is not the policy of Ehe county to provide a udry"
pavement cond ition.

l]. Unpaved roads.
(l ) The initial effort will be to open all routes to one-

lane traffic as soon as practicable after a stornl has
passed.

(2) After one-Iane travel is possible, subsequent snov.r removal
vri.ll be carried on during normal working hours.

(3) Motor graders and/or truck plows will normally be in
operation during daylight hours. Gravel roads may not be
plowed if the wind is causing continual drifting.

(4) Snovr may not be removed from dirt roads.
i5) Excessive snow accumulation from snow storms and blizzards

may require that snow removal operations be limited to
those roads which have residences Iocateci along them. It
may be necessary to provide access to some residences from
one direction only, and roads with no residences may not
be opened.

C. Pr ivate dr ives.
The county will not clear snow from any private drive or any
road that is not a part of the county,s secondary road systern
except in an emergency condition as defined in Section 5.



accumulate adjacent to the traveled Portion of the road$ray to the extent
that a motorist's sight distance to both the left and right may be

greatly reduced or impaired. The snohr removed from intersections wj-1I be

piled in its corners in pj-les of unequal height. The line of sight,
sight distance, or visibility of motorists approaching these inter-
sections may be greatly reduced or impaired. Motorists shalI drive
their vehicles durlng these conditions with additional caution and

watchfulness, especially in respect to the surface of the roadway and

reduced or impaired visibility, and are advised to reduce their speed

at least 25 miles per hour beloh, that IegaIIy permitted or advised under

normal conditions. In respect to road$rays that have only one lane open,

further extreme watchfulness and caution shall be exercised by motOrists,
and their speed shoul"d not exceed 10 miles per hour. During these con-

ditions no additional warning or regulatory signs will be placed to
warn of impaired sight distances or visibility at intersections, road

blockages, one-Iane conditions, or that the road surface is slick or
slippery, or what the adv.ised speed should be.

when snov, obstructs aII or a portion of the right half of the roadway

it may be necessary for snow-clearing equipment to be driven to the

Ieft of the center of the roadway while clearing snow. Unoccupj-ed

vehicles that obstruct the traveled way or impede removal of snow from

the roadrvay may be removed from the roadway or shoulders of the road

by county personnel. woodbury county sha.l.l not be responsible for snow

pushed or otherwise placed on the roadr^'ay or shoulder by others'

SECTION 3. Sequence Of service. rn the implementation of snow and ice

removal and other maintenance of the county's secondary road system

during the winter months, the county engineer or his designated repre-

sentative shall select the actual sequence of roads to be cleared as

provided for in th.is section of this ordinance, and shall determine

when drifting, wind velocity, and additional sno$, or snowstorms require
that the snow removal equipment be removed from the roadway, or that
additional clearance of paved routes be accomplished prior to the

clearance of gravel and dirt roads. The county engineer's professional
judgment shall prevai.1.



Normal snow removal operations may result in snow being
deposited in private drives. Snow from private drives shall
not be placed on the roadway or shoulders.

There is no limit after a snowstorm in which any of the above sequence
of clearance on paved or unpaved roads shall take p1ace.

SECTION 4. Limitation of Service. The policy and level of service
provided for in this Ordinance shall not incLude the performance of
the f o.l.IovJlng services :

A. Sanding. salting or placing of other abrasives upon roadways
that are slick, slippery, or dangerous due to the formation of
f ros t.
Sanding, salting, or placing other abrasives upon paved road-
ways due to freezing precipitation that occurs during the hours
of darkness.
Placing ol addltional warning or regulatory signs warning of
impaired sight distances or visibility at intersections, road
blockages, one.-lane conditions, or that the road surface is
slick or slippery, or what the advised speed should be.
Sancling. salting, or pl-acing abrasives upon any road, except
f or 1:a ve,-1 roacls.
Re-sanding or re-safting for freezing and thawing between snow-
s torms .

B.

D.

E.

C.

SECTION

A.
5. Eme r ge nc )., Conditions.
The sequence of service may be suspended during ',Emergency,'
conditions. An "Emergency" condition shall be considered as
one where a Loss of Iife is probable, where a serious injury
has occurred, or vrhere extensive loss of property is iruninent.
The provlsions of this Ordinance shall be further suspended in
the event that the Governor, by proclamation, implements the
state disaster plan, or the Chairperson of the Board of Super-
visors, by procJ-amatj-on, implements the county disaster plan.
If such occurs the county road. lrorkers and eguipment shall be
immediately subject to the direction of the Governor or the
Chairperscn of the Board of Supervisors.

B.



SECTION 6. Repealer. AII ordinances or parts of ordinances in con-
flict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7. Severability Clause. If any section, provision, or part of
this Ordinance shaIl be adiudged invalid or uncons t itutional , such

acljudication sha11 not affect the val-idity of this ordinance as a whole

or any section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid or

unconstitutiona I .

SECTION 8.
its final

trlhen Effective.
passage, approval,

This Ordinance shall be in effect after
and publlcation as provided by law.
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