
WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM 

Date:    _________________         Weekly Agenda Date:     ______________ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

BACKGROUND: 

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN:       ____________________________________ 

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:    

ACTION REQUIRED:

   Approve Resolution         Approve Motion   Approve Ordinance

Public Hearing                Other:  Informational      Attachments    

8/21/25 8/26/25

Supervisors Bittinger and Nelson

A proposed amendment to the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance to revise the Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses
(Section 3.03.4). This amendment seeks to classify "public service garage" as a conditional use within the Agricultural Preservation
(AP) Zoning District.

It is requested that the Board of Supervisors direct the Zoning Commission to provide a recommendation regarding this amendment
and any related considerations following their next available meeting. This change is essential for enhancing the efficiency of
government services, particularly for the Secondary Roads Department. It aligns with the existing framework of the zoning
ordinance and the objectives outlined in the Woodbury County Comprehensive Plan 2040. The ordinance currently permits similar
conditional uses in the AP district, including fire stations, schools, and aggregate processing sites. Moreover, the proposed
amendment supports the Comprehensive Plan's goal of maintaining an efficient transportation network and ensuring adequate
community facilities. Allowing a public service garage in the largest zoning district would enable the Secondary Roads Department
to improve the maintenance of the county's road system, including the management of vehicles and equipment necessary for road
repairs and snow removal.

This directive is for amending the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance to allow a public service garage as a conditional use within
the Agricultural Preservation (AP) District. This change is consistent with the goals of the Woodbury County Comprehensive Plan
2040. The conditional use permit process provides necessary case-by-case review to ensure compatibility with the rural
environment.

The Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance defines a conditional use (Section 2.02.9) as a use that requires individual review due to
its nature or size. The AP district already allows a variety of non-agricultural, public-serving uses through this process,
demonstrating its flexibility. Comparable conditional uses from the Land Use Summary Table (Section 3.03.4) include:

Public Facilities: Fire and police stations, which serve a similar public need to a garage for essential services.
Educational Institutions: Schools and colleges, which require significant land and vehicle access, much like a public service garage.
Industrial-like Uses: Waste sand/gravel storage and aggregate crushing/screening, which set a precedent for managing potentially
impactful uses in an agricultural setting.

Allowing a public service garage as a conditional use aligns with this established pattern of accommodating essential, non-
agricultural facilities.

The Woodbury County Comprehensive Plan 2040 supports this amendment. The Transportation Chapter (Chapter 3) emphasizes
maintaining an efficient transportation network and the safe movement of people and goods. A public service garage is crucial for
enabling government departments such as the secondary roads department to maintain vehicles and equipment for road repair and
snow removal. Placing these garages in the AP district, the largest zoning area, would improve efficiency.

The amendment also aligns with "Iowa Smart Planning" principles, balancing agricultural preservation with the need for community
facilities. The plan's Goal CF5 on page 162 is to "Provide adequate police, fire, and emergency management services." A public
service garage supports this goal. A conditional use permit is the proper tool to achieve this balance, ensuring each proposal is
vetted to minimize negative impacts on the agricultural landscape.

Motion to initiate the consideration process of amendments to the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance. Specifically, this motion
proposes to revise the Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses (Section 3.03.4) to classify "public service garage" as a
conditional use within the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning District and direct the Zoning Commission to provide
recommendations regarding these amendment(s) and any related matters.

✔



FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE? 

Yes     ☐            No       ☐ 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.  

0

Motion to initiate the consideration process of amendments to the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance.
Specifically, this motion proposes to revise the Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses (Section 3.03.4)
to classify "public service garage" as a conditional use within the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning
District and direct the Zoning Commission to provide recommendations regarding these amendment(s) and
any related matters.

Motion to initiate the consideration process of amendments to the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance.
Specifically, this motion proposes to revise the Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses (Section 3.03.4)
to classify "public service garage" as a conditional use within the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning
District and direct the Zoning Commission to provide recommendations regarding these amendment(s) and
any related matters.



 

 

 
DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW PROCESS 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ____ (TBD) 
 

WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE WOODBURY COUNTY ZONING 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND PORTIONS OF ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3.03.4 ENTITLED: 

LAND USE SUMMARY TABLE OF ALLOWED USES IN EACH ZONING DISTRICT. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 

WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA THAT THE BELOW ZONING ORDINANCE 

TEXT AMENDMENTS BE MADE: 

Amendment #1:  

The Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance, Article 3, Section 3.03.4, Land Use Summary Table 

of Allowed Uses in each Zoning District on Page 39, is hereby amended to revise the 

classification of "Public service garage" from a prohibited use to a conditional use in the 

following zoning district: 

• AP — Agricultural Preservation Zoning District 

The Land Use Summary Table of Allowed Uses in each Zoning District (Section 3.03.4) shall 
be amended to reflect the following: 

• In the row for "Public service garage," repeal and replace the designation "--" (Prohibited 

use) with the designation "C" (Conditional use) in the column for the AP Zoning District. 

Explanation: this Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment establishes the use of "Public service 

garage" as a Conditional Use in the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning District. 
 
 

DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW PROCESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Dated this ____ day of _________, 2025. 
 

THE WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

________________________   

Daniel Bittinger II, Chairman    

      

________________________   

Mark Nelson, Vice-Chairman   

      

________________________   

Kent Carper   

  

Attest:        ________________________  

       David Dietrich 

      

________________________________  ________________________ 

Michelle K. Skaff, Woodbury County Auditor Matthew Ung 

 
Adoption Timeline: 

Date of Public Hearing and First Reading____________  

Date of Public Hearing and Second Reading____________ 

Date of Public Hearing and Third Reading____________ 

Date of Adoption_____________ 

Published/Effective Date____________ 

 
 
 
 

DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW PROCESS 


