WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM

Date: 8/16/2024 Weekly Agenda Date: 8/27/2024

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN:  Supervisors J. Taylor/M. Nelson

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Direction for Planning and Zoning Director to Work with Planning and Zoning, the Board of Adjustment
Commission, and Legal Counsel in Order to Make a Recommendation Contemplating
Decommissioning Requirements as a Part of a New Ordinance Regarding Carbon Pipelines

ACTION REQUIRED:

Approve Ordinance I:l Approve Resolution D Approve Motion

Public Hearing D Other: Informational I:l Attachments |:|

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

When something as powerful as eminent domain is used and emplacement of a new carbon pipeline is completed, a key question
must be asked: after these new technologies have reaped the benefit of federal tax credits and the subsidiary energy used, what is
to become of the land? This something that we have engaged in dozens of times regarding the alternative energies of wind and
solar. Woodbury County adopted at our urging an energy resolution and has urged officials to look at new technologies that do not
degrade farmland for future generations, respect private property rights, and leave the land in the spirit of stewardship better than
we found out.

If the Summit plan to expand carbon pipeline through 300 miles that were abandoned by Navigator's C02 pipeline maintains IUB
commission approval by approvals in South and North Dakota and survives any lawsuit (if parties so file), then it is incumbent upon
us to ask a key question: what decommissioning will be required to leave the land as outside companies found it?

While publicly elected officials to include seven other lowa counties have appropriately focused mainly on setback distances and
the use of eminent domain, this approach has an integral and reasonable, "If...then..." measure to protect our land for future
generations.

BACKGROUND:

Decommissioning refers to the process of taking a line out of service safely and permanently. We are currently exploring changes to
decommissioning with wind energy. Why? Because federal policy can dramatically change the viability of alternative energies. We
realize the "shelf life" of such technologies may vacillate with financial viability. Afterwards with solar, wind, and carbon pipeline,
there is a dramatic effect on the land with in the amount of concrete, pipe, metal over thousands of acres of land. Lest 100 years
from now lowa becomes a spotted terrain of a patchwork not just of corn and soybeans but of once lucrative abandoned energy
projects, we must demand a fair process to restore the land to how it was found, a key principle of who we are as a people.

Decommissioning can include leaving piping in place or removal, disconnecting the line from systems and segmenting where
necessary, cleaning the line, addressing stability and soil/slope disturbance, contracting or obligating the monitoring responsibility of
the decommissioned line. A key consideration in the decommissioning process is to minimize disturbance to farmlands, roadways,
wetlands, green spaces, livestock operations, and residences. This would also entail the responsibility for looking after the line by
maintaining protection from corrosion, right of way monitoring and maintenance, signage and contact info, maintaining profile and
survey information for "call before dig" areas. In some cases a bond or other financial obligation is required as part of a
decommissioning process.

The hoped for agenda item asks the Planning and Zoning Director to work collaboratively with P&Z, the BoA, our county attorney's
office, and even outside legal counsel that we have already engaged in order to make sure that this process is well-detailed, legal,
reasonable, and fair.

While setbacks for safety and eminent domain for private property rights have understandably and in many ways (rightly) dominated
the debate, we want to move the discussion to a process wherein we are asked as a county, "If we are to build pipeline through
hundreds of miles of farmland, near neighborhoods, under right of way and roads, what do you all require us to do in order to make
things right for future generations?" Should a carbon pipeline be implemented, our answer to that will not only be to the major
corporations who seek to use the land but will be realized by our children and lowans for generations to come.




FINANCIAL IMPACT:

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE?

Yes [O No O

RECOMMENDATION:

Direction for Planning and Zoning Director to Work with Planning and Zoning, the Board of Adjustment
Commission, and Legal Counsel in Order to Make a Recommendation Contemplating Decommissioning
Requirements as a Part of a New Ordinance Regarding Carbon Pipelines

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:

Direction for Planning and Zoning Director to Work with Planning and Zoning, the Board of Adjustment
Commission, and Legal Counsel in Order to Make a Recommendation Contemplating Decommissioning
Requirements as a Part of a New Ordinance Regarding Carbon Pipelines

Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.




