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Conserve ag resources with solar energy 
UY ...... 

The u.s. Department of 
Agdc:ulture recently an­
nounced tt will dtacounp 

thtuseoft.dealfund:lnlfor 
solar mstalJatlona OI' &nnland, 
atatmt, ".Farmland lbouJd be 
forqdaultmalpn•dm~ts--, 110t 
solarpodndion"fllllt ~ 
adlwdebetwwl qrtwlture 
endolean -a- adtridethat 
&imply doan't .w. 

As a Hfalon&Iowa farmer, I Ne 
it ditfanntly. Solar tDIIIIYim't 
a threat to~. n'athe 
nm ffl)latloQ of.ft. 

Foram,erat:1cna,fumml 
baa fuelld OID' communities -
feedtqfamtJiet, ~ 
lt99etook,andaupplymamr 
mate:lak for .... Agrlculture 
was oarfiratenaa:, economy. 
produc1n,blofue18Hb ethanol 
andblodlMeltobt)ppQwrthe 
nation. 'lbday, thaUepoycoo• 
t1nuee-notfustthrouehllq• 
uidfuels, batbyholttntcleen, 
renewableen,ro IOU1'Cl8 lib 
solar. 

Thtsian'ta bNakflom mdi· 
tlon; tt'aaconttnaattonofqri• 
cultuN'e euentialrole in Po'M· 

__, . 

andlUltainablewayp()llible, 
Buttodayafamw:a fac:iemalor 
,.,.,.,,._,o11ma • ....., 
'9datiltmadleta.andrt&tnatnput 
COltl.Atolar .... onm.atn,lor 
Jesa•l)IOducttve ecreJ olmta re­
~101ne of tnoome thathelJII 
bep thel'Mt of the farm tn food 
and fled production. l't doeln't 

_ : replace cn,ps - lt 1~0N the 
farm'• economtcfol.lndatlon. 

That at.able moome can mean 
tbedffl'fflnce bebNen bandmg 
down a famfl,yfmn or MDiDg tt 
otf. ln that NllN, aolar isn't an 
attematl.wtoaplculture-it'aa 
ur.Jlne that helps pn...,_it, 

'l1lie USDA'spollcy alloowr• 
; 1oob amore..:tous andpmna• 

neat threat: th6f11tm11aibw loss 
of farmland to dn9Jopment. In 

NCW1D1D 2022 a1cme, the u.s. Jost about 
RayGraeuerlsa llftlorefarmerfrom conm., Iowa. 

mi our fatme. runt OMPTiiiiUillUM. Iowa'I ban• 
Iowanow!IDb lttblthena• attiontoclllrl--OhalbNl 

ttonfor-.ro~ IID8t andlfllalNIN,llt'lnl 
acoordtn&toarecmtftlPOl'tfram thettm1C0111.,etfttN~-
the Common 8ell Ibstftut9, ---mattnatt lt!ODIII', 
'Ibelltatl'tcllm...,.amwth- lllrmml•..,.~ 
basboott9cl:te1llbllt1y.adlf• lboat~-Dehll 
foldabDtt)t,whDIIUJll)Oltlna ourlandtntbemOllefflcllnt 

1,9 miDion lCll'IIS of.fmnland, 
moetlyto IUburbanspmfl, ac­
cordmttothe U&DA, Since 201', 
tblt lolabalffll-,.d.1.8mflllon 
ICl'M a,..,. ~,bomel,and 
wartboutel paw°"" land that 
ri--szowfoodaptn.SOJar, 
on thtotherband.ia tmnpomy 
andN9Sl'lble.Pamllambe 
~. and the land returned 

to a,riou.lture. In the meanttm., 
tt °'5111\Jpport f"UUllt poDinator 
hlbttata, or 1011-rettortng cover 
CJ'Opl. 

We1hou1d be loottnaat ways • 
to expand tht value of our farm· 
land - not reatrlct 1t. Clean 
eneru on farm1 ls an IPtemion 
of our ttewardahip - a way to 
COI\Nl'ft land, 1Upport farm 
families, and contribute to a 
broader tne11Y tnmsitlon with­
out sacrfflcln1 our core mission 
of feedmg people. 

No farmer I know wants to 
cover Iowa•• topeofl wtth solar 
panela. Whatwewantisflezlbil­
ity - the ability to make tmart, 
ba)P1'08d deo1akm1that keep 
our farms '91able, our land pro­
ductive, and our famD1es on the 
land. 

Solar eJl8llY ii not a departure 
from farming, l't'I part of the 
path forwanl. 

Ray GalS5ef' Isa llfelona tanner 
from com1na and Chair of the 
Iowa CfJ151Mt!ve Ellll1'f Forvm, 
a nonprofit orpnlzatlon that 
idwcates for dtan, affordable and 
re1lable enerav statewide. 


