WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM

Date: August7, 2023 Weekly Agenda Date: ~ August 8, 2023

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN: County Attorney James Loomis

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:

County Auditor's request for legal counsel on a public records request.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Approve Ordinance [ Approve Resolution [ Approve Motion

Public Hearing [ Other: Informational [J Attachments [J

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The County Auditor has requested legal counsel for a public records request dated August 1, 2023.

BACKGROUND:

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Cost of legal counsel is unknown at this time.

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE?

Yes O No

RECOMMENDATION:

The County Auditor spoke with the undersigned about hiring outside legal counsel to respond to a public
records request under lowa Chapter 22. The undersigned believes it is appropriate for the board to approve
said request.

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:

To approve the hiring of outside legal counsel for the County Auditor.

Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.
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	Text1: A) Public hearing to consider Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments to add solar energy systems (private use) as accessory uses in each zoning district, add solar energy systems (utility scale) as a conditional use in the AP and GI Zoning Districts to the land use summary table, amend the table of contents, definitions, and renumber definitions, and page numbers in the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance.  B) Motion to conduct and approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments or Motion to conduct and approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments as the Final Reading. C) If applicable - Waive the 3rd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments. D) If applicable - Adopt the Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

	Text2: SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENTS: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE WOODBURY COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE TO AMEND PORTIONS OF: THE TABLE OF CONTENTS; SECTION 3.03.4 ENTITLED: LAND USE SUMMARY TABLE OF ALLOWED USES IN EACH ZONING DISTRICT; PORTIONS OF: SECTION 6.02 ENTITLED DEFINITIONS; AND THE RENUMBERING OF DEFINITIONS AND PAGE NUMBERS.  THE PROPOSAL IS TO ADD SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS (PRIVATE USE) AS ACCESSORY USES IN EACH ZONING DISTRICT AND TO ADD SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS (UTILITY SCALE) AS A CONDITIONAL USE IN THE AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ZONING DISTRICT AND THE GENERAL INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICT.
	Text3: The Board will hold a public hearing and the second reading of the proposed ordinance to amend the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance to consider adding solar energy systems (private use) as accessory uses in each zoning district, add solar energy systems (utility scale) as a conditional use in the AP and GI Zoning Districts to the land use summary table, amend the table of contents, definitions, and renumber definitions, and page numbers in the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance.  Following the proceedings of the first Board of Supervisor’s public hearing on August 1, 2023 and the discussion as it pertains to the utility-scale solar as a conditional use in the Agricultural Preservation (AP) Zoning District as included in Amendment #2, staff has prepared the enclosed language as an alternative option for consideration.  It is important to note that the original staff recommendation stated that all or portions of the original proposal could be considered for adoption.  

	Text4: cont.  The alternative language is changed from the original proposal in two places in the second paragraph.  It removes the “C” from the AP column and replaces it with the prohibited designation “--“ for the “Solar Energy Systems, Utility Scale” use.   In essence, this proposed change would only designate utility scale in the General Industrial (GI) Zoning District as a “C.”  This would continue the current policy as “electrical energy generation…” is currently prohibited in the AP Zoning District and is a conditional use in the GI Zoning District.  
	Text5: Open and close the public hearing. (Set Time: 4:45 PM) 

Conduct and approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments or Approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments as the Final Reading.

If applicable - Waive the 3rd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

If applicable - Adopt the Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

If necessary, the 3rd public hearing and reading of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments has been scheduled for Tuesday, August 15 at 4:45 PM.

	Text6: A) Open and close the Public Hearing (Set Time: 4:45 PM) to consider Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments to add solar energy systems (private use) as accessory uses in each zoning district, add solar energy systems (utility scale) as a conditional use in the AP and GI Zoning Districts to the land use summary table, amend the table of contents, definitions, and renumber definitions, and page numbers in the Woodbury County Zoning Ordinance.

B) Motion to conduct and approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments or Motion to conduct and approve the 2nd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments as the Final Reading.

C) If applicable - Waive the 3rd Reading of the Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

D) If applicable - Adopt the Zoning Ordinance Amendments.


