
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

                                                                                     ( JANUARY 2, 2019) (Week 1 of 2019) 

                                     
I                                                                                                                                Agenda and Minutes also available at 
                                                                                                                                     www.woodburycountyiowa.gov 

      
    Rocky L. DeWitt       Marty J. Pottebaum        Keith W. Radig       Jeremy J. Taylor          Matthew A. Ung 
            253-0421                      251-1799                      560-6542                      259-7910                        490-7852 
rdewitt@woodburycountyiowa.gov      mpottebaum@woodburycountyiowa.gov        kradig@woodburycountyiowa.gov       jtaylor@woodburycountyiowa.gov         matthewung@woodburycountyiowa.gov 

 
You are hereby notified a meeting of the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors will be held January 2, 2019 
at 2:00 p.m.  in the Basement of the Courthouse, 620 Douglas Street, Sioux City, Iowa for the purpose of 
taking official action on the agenda items shown hereinafter and for such other business that may properly 
come before the Board.   
 
This is a formal meeting during which the Board may take official action on various items of business. If you 
wish to speak on an item, please follow the seven participation guidelines adopted by the Board for speakers. 
 

1. Anyone may address the Board on any agenda item after initial discussion by the Board. 
2. Speakers will approach the microphone one at a time and be recognized by the Chair. 
3. Speakers will give their name, their address, and then their statement. 
4. Everyone will have an opportunity to speak.  Therefore, please limit your remarks to three minutes 

on any one item.   
5. At the beginning of the discussion on any item, the Chair may request statements in favor of an action 

be heard first followed by statements in opposition to the action.   
6. Any concerns or questions you may have which do not relate directly to a scheduled item on the 

agenda will also be heard under the first or final agenda item “Citizen Concerns.” 
7. For the benefit of all in attendance, please turn off all cell phones and other devices while in the Board 

Chambers. 
 

AGENDA 
 
1:00 p.m.      1.  Closed Session {Iowa Code Section 21.5 (1) (c)}   
                           To discuss matters that are presently in litigation or litigation is imminent 
                           First Floor Boardroom 
 
1:30 p.m.      2.  Closed Session {Iowa Code Section 21.5 (1) (c)}   
                           To discuss matters that are presently in litigation or litigation is imminent 
                           First Floor Boardroom 
 
 2:00 p.m.     3.  State of the Budget presentation – Dennis Butler                                                   Information  
 
                      4.  Budget Review Discussion for FY 2020                                                                 Page 
                           a.  General Relief 
                                1.  Administration – General Basic                                                                            1 
                                2.  Assistance – General Basic                                                                                  2 
 
                           b.  Department of Human Services – General Basic                                              1 - 2 
 
                           c.  Board of Supervisors 
                                1.  Woodbury County Solid Waste – Rural Basic                                                     49 
                                2.  Miscellaneous Refunds – General Basic                                                               3 
                                3.  Medical Examiner – General Basic                                                                  4 - 5 
                                4.  Soil Conservation – Currently Funded thru L.O.S.T. 
                                5.  Public Bidder – General Basic                                                                      13 - 14 
                                6.  Mail Services – General Basic                                                                             15 
                                7.  District Court Operations – General Supplemental                                       30 - 31 
 
 



 
 
 
                                8.  Court Appointed Juvenile Attorneys – General Supplemental                           32 
                                9.  Risk Management Services – General Supplemental                                        33 
                              10.  Board of Supervisors Expense – General Basic                                             7 - 9 
                              11.  Board Administration – General Basic                                                          10 - 2  
                              12.  Sheriff Training Center – Non - Tax                                                            41 - 44                           
                              13.  Starcom Program – General Supplemental                                                       29 
 
                          d.  County Library – Rural Basic                                                                             2 - 9 
                           
                         e.  County Treasurer 
                               1.  Motor Vehicle – General Basic                                                                       2 - 3 
                               2.  Tax Department -  General Basic                                                                 7 - 10 
                          
                         f.  Civil Service – General Basic                                                                                   1 
   
                        g.  Emergency Management – General Supplemental                                               28 
 
                        h.  Human Resources – General Basic                                                                    3 - 4 
 
4:00 p.m.      5.  Swearing in of Elected Officials 
                           a.  County Board of Supervisors – Jeremy Taylor 
                           b.  County Board of Supervisors – Matthew Ung 
                           c.  County Attorney – PJ Jennings 
                           d.  County Treasurer – Michael Clayton 
 
                      6.  Call Meeting to Order – Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Moment of Silence   
                            
                      7.  Adoption of Current Board of Supervisors Bylaws                                                          Action                                             
                                                                                                                                                                     
                      8.  Election of Temporary Chair to preside over Election of Chairperson                            Action 

 
          9.  Election of Chairperson                                                                                                   Action 
 

         10.  Election of Vice- Chairperson                                                                                         Action 
 
         11.  Citizen Concerns                                                Information 
 
                    12.  Approval of the agenda                                                                                                  Action  
 

                Consent Agenda 

        Items 13 through 19 constitute a Consent Agenda of routine action items to be considered by 

one motion.  Items pass unanimously unless a separate vote is requested by a Board Member.           

                   13.  Approval of the minutes of the December 26, 2018 meeting  

                   14.  Approval of claims       

                   15.  Approval of Appointments of: 
                          a.  County Engineer – Mark Nahra 
                          b.  County Medical Examiner – Dr. Julie Breiner 
                          c.  County Weed Commissioner –  Jered Jepsen 
                          d.  County Official Newspapers 
                          e.  County Representation to the Third Judicial Department of Correctional Services 
 
 
 



 
 
 
                   16.  Approval of Various Boards/Commissions                             
                          a.  Conservation Board 
                          b.  Siouxland District Board of Health 
                          c.  Commission to Assess Damages 
 
                   17.  Human Resources – Melissa Thomas 
                          Authorize Chairman to sign property and casualty policies with One Beacon and Travelers      
                          Insurance for calendar year 2019 
 
                   18.  Public Bidder – Heather Satterwhite 
                          a.  Approval of Notice of Property Sale Resolution for Parcel #894729177013 (aka 423         
                               Myrtle Street) for Tuesday, January 15th at 4:35 p.m. 
                          b.  Approval of Notice of Property Sale Resolution for Parcel #894721451009 (aka 836         
                               17th Street) for Tuesday, January 15th at 4:37 p.m. 
 
                   19.  Secondary Roads – Mark Nahra 
                          a.  Consideration of resolution authorizing the County Engineer to close roads for  
                               construction, maintenance, and emergencies during 2019 
                          b.  Consideration of resolution authorizing the County Engineer to execute certification of  
                               completion of work on Federal Aid, State Aid and Farm to Market Construction during  
                               2019   
                            

End Consent Agenda  

                    20.  Board of Supervisors – Jeremy Taylor 
                           Rolling Hills Region Governance Board Meeting & Update                            Information 
                                                                                        
                    21.  Reports on Committee Meetings                                                                     Information                                                                    
 
                    22.  Citizen Concerns                                                                                             Information                   
                                                  
                    23.  Board Concerns                                                                                              Information   
    

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
Subject to Additions/Deletions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

 
TUES., JAN. 8              4:45 p.m.   Veteran Affairs Meeting, Veteran Affairs Office, 1211 Tri-View Ave. 

WED., JAN. 9                8:05 a.m.   Woodbury County Information Communication Commission, First Floor Boardroom 
 
                                    10:00 a.m.   STARComm Board Meeting, Security Institute 
 
                                    12:00 p.m.   District Board of Health Meeting, 1014 Nebraska St. 
 
                                      6:30 p.m.   E911 Service Board Meeting, Climbing Hill Disaster Services Class Room 
 
                                      8:00 p.m.   County’s Mayor Association Meeting, Public Safety Center, Climbing Hill                                                           
 
THUR., JAN. 10          12:00 p.m.   SIMPCO Board of Directors, 1122 Pierce St. 
 
                                      4:30 p.m.   Conservation Board Meeting, Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center, Stone Park 
 
WED., JAN. 16            10:00 a.m.   Siouxland Center for Active Generations Board of Directors Meeting, 313 Cook St. 
 
                                    12:00 p.m.  Siouxland Economic Development Corporation Meeting, 617 Pierce St., Ste. 202 
 
THUR., JAN. 17            4:30 p.m.  Community Action Agency of Siouxland Board Meeting, 2700 Leech 
 

TUES., JAN. 22          1:00 p.m.   Sioux Rivers Regional Governance Board Meeting, Plymouth County Courthouse          

                                                         Annex Building, 215 4th Ave. S.E., Le Mars, Iowa 
 
                                   2:00 p.m.   Decat Board Meeting, Western Hills AEA, Room F   

THURS, JAN.24          11:00 a.m.   Siouxland Regional Transit Systems (SRTS) Board Meeting, SIMPCO Office, 1122   

                                                         Pierce St. 

 
 
 
         
 
 
 
The following Boards/Commission have vacancies:  Commission To Assess Damages - Category A, Category B, 
Category C and Category D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodbury County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the County will consider 
reasonable accommodations for qualified individuals with disabilities and encourages prospective employees and incumbents to discuss 
potential accommodations with the Employer. 
 
Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender 
identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or veteran’s status. If you believe you have been discriminated against, 
please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or Iowa Department of Transportation’s civil rights coordinator. If you need 
accommodations because of a disability to access the Iowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s affirmative action 
officer at 800-262-0003.      









The Running Total: Current Tax Rates for FY 19

Certified budget March 15, 2018

Woodbury County: County-Wide
$7.26 / $1,000

Woodbury County: Rural Unincorporated
$9.51 /  $1,000

-$0.15

-$0.86
1



The Running Total: Current Tax Rates for FY 20

Proposed January 1, 2019 Tax Rates*

Woodbury County: County-Wide
$7.57 / $1,000

Woodbury County: Rural Unincorporated
$10.00 /  $1,000

+$0.31

+$0.49
*Total department budget requests including improvement items
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There was an excellent meeting of the Rolling Hills governance board on December 27 in which non-core 
funding requests were considered. This will allow us to clearly discern a budget target, which is 
$3,444,687. This figure includes $323,000 in new core services, which are mandated by the legislature 
and have been programmed on a per capita basis. This amount grandfathers in a 250% over poverty 
level on reimbursements, which was our past practice and includes some additional community service 
money, $70,000, to Friendship House/SMHC community support. 
 
As you all know, Woodbury County must cover its full expenses through the mental health levy and 
whatever distribution from Sioux Rivers that rightfully belongs to Woodbury County taxpayers from 
their contributed reserves and leftover portion after withdrawal. 
 
Rolling Hills had initially been set up to have both a region reserve as well as (7) separate county 
reserves. While they were targeting to get down to 25%, DHS and department of management guidance 
has clarified that their aggregate (combined) fund balances must be down to 20%. 
 
This will significantly lower what the 7 counties contribute this year for two reasons. First, the 
population with Woodbury County will put them on a level that mandates 20% reserves (pop. exceeding 
100,000) rather than 25% (pop. under 100,000). Second, by having to utilize this much reserve in one 
year (double what was previously projected), they are setting a target of 30%, which I believe is wise for 
all taxpayers. We will likewise target 30% as well.  
 
The reason that this is wise is that the legislature may take action on the reserve funding percentages 
that are allowable (it’s a key ISAC issue), there is no clawback or loss of contributed funds, and the 
mechanism for Iowa code is that if a region is higher than the mandated percentage, that it is lowered 
by property tax relief the next year on an equitable basis.  
 
They are targeting 30%. If we bring 30% reserves and must fully cover our expenses the first year, 
assuming we do not spend one dollar more nor one dollar less, we will have 30%. This figure is 
$1,033,406.18. This is a total of $4,478,693. It is currently estimated conservatively that we will leave 
Sioux Rivers with $1,448,000 of our money leaving $3,030,093 to tax for. With a new population of 
102,429, the effect is $29.58 per capita. 
 
Rolling Hills took action to reflect that they will not need as much up-front parity. The $1,828,250 ($1 
million plus 25%) based on a previously conceived target of both the county reserves (that they are 
zeroing out) and region reserves bring at 25% will instead require just having our 30%, or $1,033,406.18. 
 
Remembering that we effectively paid off some debt (raising the same amount of overall levy and had 
resisted going down on the MH below the $28.58 to $22.58), the overall effect that this will have on the 
budget will be just over $100,000. 
 
Some of the key highlights that this budget on non-core funding includes the full funding request of 
Shessler Hall, which the board approved at $70,661 for 19 beds.  
 
The ARC of Woodbury County was funded at their full request of $60,000. There is some interest in 
perhaps having adjacent counties utilize this service or even expand into other easterly counties in the 
near future. I made the point that it would seem reasonable for Plymouth or Sioux to simply be charged 
on a pro rata basis if they desire to continue to use this service. The program runs from the first week of 
June until July 27. 

#20



 
The Sanford Center was funded at half of the request at $130,000 and Siouxland Mental Health agreed 
that they could provide $306,254 in school-based services by billing Medicaid (Title 19) and private 
insurance. Gap funding within the Sioux City Community School District for a population who meets 
neither criteria is $127,337 which was granted by Rolling Hills. The school district requests were deemed 
duplicative and additional monies requested were met with understandable resistance to backfill an 
expiring federal grant that their request of $777,000 was seeking to help support. 
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